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NYSA Dates to Remember - 2021

Highlights from the Delegate’s Report
By Emily D-C, Panel 60 Delegate,
New York South Assembly Area
The Annual Report from the 2021 World Service Conference was delivered to the
Assembly on June 12.
Here are four highlights:

I. We all need to be counted! June 16, 2021 –
July 16, 2021: Membership Survey
The tri-annual membership survey is available online for the next month, in English,
Spanish, and French: Go to al-anon.org/membersurvey
Please announce the survey in your groups. All Al-Anon members are encouraged
to participate. It’s especially important for Spanish and/or diverse members to fill out
the survey to accurately reflect the make-up of our fellowship.
ii.Exciting New Research Project: Five-Year Longitudinal Study
Participants will be selected at random from those who opt-in when taking the 2021
Membership Survey. Longitudinal study participants will be contacted once a year via
email and asked the same ten questions by a WSO staff member. Contact will
continue from 2022 through 2026. All data is anonymous, but will provide invaluable
information on the benefits of sustained membership in Al-Anon. This evidencebased study will appeal to researchers and writers, and to professionals who are
more likely to recommend Al-Anon to their clients.
III.History was made at the 2021 World Service Conference
This year, we voted to create a non-geographic Area for our 450 electronic groups
/700 meetings. Electronic meetings will now elect Group Representatives who will
vote for Area Coordinators, Officers, and a Delegate to represent them at the World
Service Conference.
Once the new electronic Area is accepted into the World Service Conference (WSO),
groups may ask to join a geographic Area, such as the New York South Area
(NYSA). Between now and May 2022, NYSA needs to prepare for this possibility by
coming up with guidelines on whether and how to accept electronic groups into our
Area.
IV. Al-Anon’s 70th Anniversary WSO Celebration
WSO opened up 500 more spots for the 70th Anniversary Celebration to be held
online on July 10, 2021. The World Service Office encouraged groups, Districts, and
Areas to register for a group ticket and find creative ways to view the event together.
We registered as an Area before registration for these additional spots closed on
June 28.
Using the lottery method, WSO will inform us in July if our group has been chosen to
attend.
Have a wonderful summer and see you in September!

© 2021 Emily D-C
nys60delegate@gmail.com

Looking Back Looking Forward in Service
By Sarah M, NYSA Chairperson, nys60chairperson@gmail.com
It’s hard to believe that we’re over halfway through the 3-year term of Panel 60 and
already beginning to prepare for next year’s election Assembly. I hope everyone is
considering where a loving Higher Power may be encouraging them to grow in
service; it may seem early with over a year left, but I suspect that the last year of the
panel, like the first two, will go quickly.
Even as we look forward, I hope to take a few moments to look back over the past
year, during which so much good service has been done to carry the message to
prospective and existing members in New York South. I cannot thank all who have
done service enough for their contributions; together we can make it!

Our Area has adopted the WSO’s model of creating thought forces, task
forces, and work groups to tackle knowledge-based decision making (KBDM)
for topics that may require more depth than what our standing AWSC and
Assembly meetings can accommodate. Then these groups share their
discussion findings with the AWSC and Assembly to consider next steps.
Currently, we have:
Alateen Work Group (with a special focus on the Area’s AMIAS
Behavioral Requirements)
Committees Thought Force (looking at our committee structure to
ensure its best serving the needs of our members)
Finance Work Group (looking at all facets of the Area related to money,
including our ample reserve)
Spanish-speaking Members Work Group (looking at how our Area can
become most effectively bilingual)
Virtual Convention Thought Force, Task Force, and now Committee
(currently planning an event for late 2021 or 2022)
Our Area reviewed KBDM together and examined how we can better use this
decision-making model at our business meetings. KBDM allows all members
to be heard, all facets of a topic to be discussed, and all information to be
shared. It increases the chances of unanimity in making a decision.
Our Area has hosted a variety of virtual events outside of our usual meetings,
including:
SWAT (Service Without a Title) Workshops
Public Outreach Workshops
Our Area has done so much more this year than I could put in any article. I’d
also like to call out the following:

also like to call out the following:
Our principles-based discussion on an additional contribution to the
WSO.
Our review of a potential publishing policy (put together by our
Publishing Policy task force).
Our cleanup of the Area storage unit, allowing us to move to a smaller
unit and save money.
Our cooperation with the Southeast New York AA Convention (SENY).

There is so much more to come. I am looking forward to building on our work
together next year. Again, enormous thanks to all whose service ensured that the
hand of Al-Anon and Alateen will always be there. Let it begin with us!

The second “Pass-it-On” Public Outreach Workshop was held on Zoom on April
14, 2021 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. There were 48 Al-Anon members in attendance
from New York South, New York North, Maine, Florida, Illinois, Pennsylvania,
California, Alaska and Canada. Many thanks to all!
We took a look at some of the public outreach features of WSO’s website and
then entered breakout rooms to share our latest public outreach projects and to
brainstorm new ideas.
Here is a short summary list, (the full list can be found on the Area Shared
Drive in the June 12, 2021 NYSA Assembly folder):

donating CAL to public libraries
creating bookmarks with a QR Code linking to your local Al-Anon
Information Service website
donating AFAs to women’s shelters and prisons

donating AFAs to women’s shelters and prisons
placing meeting information in church bulletins
answering phones for AIS
keeping CAL literature on you at all times such as Just For Today poems
or 20 questions
connecting with PTAs as a way of getting Alateen into schools
donating literature to therapists and also police precincts and
placing ads in Police Precinct newsletters

Please encourage the members of your group to try one of our ideas and come
to the next Public Outreach Workshop to enlighten all of us.
To keep it, we have to “Pass it On” and give it away!

Love in Service,
Sue V.
Public Outreach Coordinator, smv0308@aol.com,

NYSA Alateen Update
Jodie R.
NY South Area Alateen Coordinator
The Area Alateen Coordinator and Area Alateen Process Person have
completed the WSO Al-Anon Members Involved in Alateen Service (AMIAS)
certification and Alateen Group updates for 2021!
Together, Chris YC and I worked to finish training, compile paperwork and
submit background checks all remotely in accordance with our New York South
Safety and Behavioral Requirements.

Although not all AMIAS have recertified, we have gained many new candidates
and are happy to have an energetic group of Al-Anon Members Involved in
Alateen Service in our Area.
We are still holding meetings for Alateen online, not in person, and have 9
ZOOM meetings available for teens in the New York South Area.
Please remember to mention Alateen meetings at your Al-Anon meetings in
order to share recovery with the young people in your lives. Together we can
make it.
I am grateful to be of service to teens in New York South and a member of AlAnon.
Please contact Jodie R at nys.alateen60@gmail.com or your local District Rep
or Alateen Coordinator for link information or questions

Questions or concerns about Alateen? Announcing the NY South Area Alateen
Work Group on ZOOM
A Bi-Monthly Work Group created as a resource for information on Alateen for
parents/community/schools.
A safe forum available for members of Alateen, AMIAS, parents, community
members, and professionals for hearing concerns and solutions for the
challenges present in Alateen in our NY South Area.
Meetings take place on the First Saturday at 11 am bi-monthly on ZOOM
The current calendar is April, July, September, November 2021

Please contact Jodie at nys.alateen60@gmail.com or your local District Rep or
Alateen Coordinator for link information or questions

Spanish-speaking Members Work Group
Paula V., Chairperson
My name is Paula V. I am a grateful member of Al-Anon.
I assist AFG Hope For Today from Queens Dist 13 NY South. Our meetings are
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. (I hope we can go back to
face to face meetings very soon)
Thank you for the opportunity to share about our service.
Thanks to the pandemic, I had the opportunity to meet members from all over
the world and do simultaneous interpretation for the first time. That gave me the

the world and do simultaneous interpretation for the first time. That gave me the
courage to do the interpretation at the Area.
We formed an Area interpretation committee. So far we have six members.
As Chairperson for Spanish-speaking Members Work Group, I am
responsible to make sure all positions are filled, in preparation for, and
during, the Assembly.
Our Alternate Chair, a professional interpreter, is in charge of reviewing all
documents and passing them on, so they can be accessible to the
Spanish community on Google drive. She is also in charge
of interpretation during the Assembly and translations in the chat.
Another member from Florida is in charge of the meeting notes,
translation of documents, translation in the chat and interpretation.
At the last Assembly, our newest member chaired the Concepts meeting
in Spanish and welcomed Spanish members who were at the Assembly
for the 1st time. She will assist with translation of documents, chat and
interpretation.
Finally, we have two other bilingual volunteers helping us: one from NY
South and one from Texas. I’m very grateful for their time, experience and
love for service."

It is a privilege to work and have the support of Panel 60, and those who have
been meeting with us and are willing to make the necessary arrangements to
make it all work for the good and Unity of Al- Anon
My Goal is for any Al-Anon member (no matter their language) to have the
opportunity to do service at the Area level and count on interpreters who can
make communication possible.
I hope that many more interpreters join us in this new adventure; everyone is
welcome to participate.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve and for being so patient in the process
It will get better, one day at a time.

With gratitude and love for service
Paula V

NYC Al-Anon Intergroup Virtual Town Hall about Meetings: FTF, Virtual,
Hybrid
NYC Al-Anon Intergroup
Julie L., Chair,
On June 17th NYC Al-Anon Intergroup hosted a virtual Town Hall to revisit our
conversation from last October, on a return to Face-to-Face meetings. (A link to
the October 2020 seminar, which is chock-full of practical information, is
available via a link on the nycalanon.org News page.) Approximately 200
members attended the recent Town Hall.
We began with a panel to address meeting formats that Groups might adopt in
the post-COVID era including in-person, virtual [Zoom], alternating, concurrent,
and hybrid meetings. Technology plays a different role in each meeting format,
running a gamut between tech-free in-person meetings to hybrid meetings that
require considerable tech and equipment in order to simultaneously serve
members in a physical and virtual room.
We discussed some of the challenges that can occur in the hybrid format.
Intergroup especially encouraged groups to take their time when considering
what works best for them and suggested that groups make changes in ways
that include all members. Strong communication is key in this period of
transition.
The panel also underlined the importance of up-to-date meeting registration
with Intergroup and WSO, so meeting information remains accurate.
Participants who spoke during the lively Q & A came from many New York City,

Participants who spoke during the lively Q & A came from many New York City,
Los Angeles, Seattle, and Toronto. They brought observations and questions
on a wide variety of topics. The transcript of the Town Hall can be found at the
bottom on the NYC Intergroup NEWS page (nycalanon.org/news.html), along
with a slide presentation containing many useful links.
Open communication and collaboration are needed as we all work on our
shared goal of spreading the message of the Al-Anon program together. Email:
board@nycalanon.org

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
With the update to the New York South Area Guidelines the Assembly voted in
a change to the name from ‘strategy’ to ‘communications’ to keep in line with
the change at World Service Office.
The coordinators role is extensive and much needed committee members are
needed, the service can be a particular project or a commitment to the end of
Panel 60.
Service needs may include:
Design of Speakeasy
Organization of spreadsheets
Cloud base storage for documents belonging to NYSA

Cloud base storage for documents belonging to NYSA
Hosting online meetings
Explore aspects of the online meetings to bring more participation with
members
many other service opportunities to support the Area in the progression of
the Digital world.
At the June Assembly it was a conscience the Area will utilize Groups IO which
will provide many aspects of support to Districts and Groups.
Concept 4 - Participation is the key to harmony.
If you would like to discuss the opportunities to do service and grow in recovery
you can email.
Digital Communications Coordinator, Tracey S.,
nysadigitalstrategy@gmail.com
Here is a link to some documents which give more information.

Click here

The Speak-Easy in the 21st Century
The new digital format of the Speak-Easy continues to evolve based on input
from the membership. This will be the fourth and final issue for this term.
Everyone is encouraged to submit an update on their service positions or
group’s activities in the four issues in the next service term. Information about
deadlines will be made available in advance of each issue. We would look
forward to issuing a Spanish version of each newsletter and have reached out
to the Spanish-speaking Members Work Group for support. The Speak-Easy is
looking for graphics and design support from members in the fellowship who
have those skills.
Marcy E.
NYSA Newsletter Coordinator

NYSA Newsletter Coordinator
Contact Speakeasy60@gmail.com
The deadline for the next Speak-Easy is September 30th, 2021.

New York South Area Updates:
Thought Forces, Task Forces, and Working Groups: In an effort to increase
transparency, communication, and collaboration, please find below a list of our
current Thought Forces, Task Forces, and Working Groups, along with the
contact information of each committee's chairperson. This information will also
be added to the Confidential List moving forward.
Abundant Reserve Thought Force - Exact name TBD (Pat G.,
nysatreasurer2020@gmail.com)
Alateen Working Group (Jodie R., nys.alateen60@gmail.com)
Cloud Storage Thought Force (Tracey S.,
nysadigitalstrategy@gmail.com)
Committees Thought Force (Michele R., mraimondo@optonline.net)
Spanish-language Members Working Group Paula V-R.,
paula.vigo1404@gmail.com)
Virtual Convention

NYSA Officers
Delegate

Emily D-C.

Alternate Delegate
Area Chair

Pat C.
Sarah M.

Area Secretary
Area Treasurer

Dianne F.
Pat G.

NYSA Coordinators
Alateen - Jodie
Archives - vacant
Area Alateen Process Person - Chris YC
Digital Strategy Coordinator - Tracey S.
Forum/Literature - Marlene L.

Forum/Literature - Marlene L.
Group Records - Arthur
Newsletter - Marcy E.
P.O. Box Coordinator Kalinka M-R.
Public Outreach - Sue V.
Translation and Language Services - Tim F.
Web Site - Roy T. R.
Area Liaisons
Discovery Convention - Vacant
SENY/AA Al-Anon Liaison - Margaret C
Spanish Public Outreach - ALISON
New York Intergroup - Jeanne B.
Rockland AIS - Marcia B.
ASIS
Westchester/Putnam AIS

NYSA District Representatives
District 1
District 2

David S.
Terry B.

District 3
District 4

Terry B.
Judy F.

District 5

Judy F.

District 17
District 18

Lynnanne D.
Charles H.

District 19
District 20

Charles H.
Wynn M.

District 21

Kenneth B.

District 24
Christine K.
District 25
Katy K.
District 26
Katy K.
District 27
Christopher H.
District 28
District 29
District 30

Jannette S.
Tracey S.
Lori H.

District 30
District 33
District 34

Lori H.
Anne J.
David S.

Find Out More
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